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 Turning point –
James addresses
the poor

There comes now a turning-point in our letter at James 5:7. Until this
point James obviously has been addressing wealthy upper-class
Christians. He has called them ‘You rich people’1. James seems to
know that the rich Christians will be the ones who first read his letter.
Yet eventually some poorer people will also read what he has to say
and now he has a word for them also. In some ways he is repeating
what he said in James chapter 1. There he was encouraging the people
to be patient2, to pray3, to handle their temptations and show
compassion to the needy4. Now he says the same things again
especially to the poorer people. They must be patient5. They must
pray6. They must help each other to recover7.
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 They must be
patient and wait for
the Lord’s coming

 God is at work

Now again the first thing he has to say to them (as in 1:2– 4) is that
they must be patient and wait for the Lord’s coming. He has already
told them that their cry has reached the ears of God. But although God
has heard them He has not yet done anything! So there is only one
thing they must do. They must wait! They have already received some
encouragement because James has intervened on their behalf. James’
letter is itself a sign that God is at work on their behalf.

It is a great
privilege when
God allows us
to be afflicted
with injustices!

‘Be patient therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the
Lord’1. It is a great privilege when God allows us to be afflicted
with injustices! Of course we do not enjoy it but it is good for us!
‘Before I was afflicted I went astray’, says Psalm 119. ‘It is good for me
that I have been afflicted’2. It leads us to grow in the knowledge of
God and His ways as never before. This is why we are to rejoice in
troubles3. It brings to us a means of growing in our knowledge of the
Lord. It is ‘by means of many tribulations’ that we get to enter fully into
the blessings of God’s kingdom4. And affliction is the most severe
when it is fellow Christians or members of our own family who are
giving us such bad trouble! Moses supposed that his fellow-Israelites
would understand him, but they did not5.
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 Not pleasant

 But this leads to
spiritual growth

 God sometimes
calls upon us to do
nothing

 At other times we
may take some
sensible action to
protect ourselves
and our reputation

 See what God will
do

At a time of injustice God sometimes calls upon us to do nothing. ‘Be
patient... until the coming of the Lord... So you also must be patient...’.
Of course there are sometimes situations where we may take some
sensible action to protect ourselves and our reputation. But when we
are locked into a situation of injustice where we cannot defend
ourselves, we must learn to leave room for God to act. The poorer folk
among James’ people were evidently in a position where they could not
do very much to rescue themselves from injustice. James tells them to
stand still and see what God will do.

 The lord’s coming
– at the end of the
world

So what does James mean by ‘the Lord’s coming’. Is it the glorious
Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ? I answer: faith in the glorious
end-of-the-world appearing of Jesus is involved in what James says.
Sometimes when we are slandered and attacked we will not get
vindication until judgement day. And we have to think of it in this way.
Sometimes we have to hand over some piece of injustice to God, and
get it be cleared up at the judgement seat of Christ, when the Lord
Jesus Christ comes in glory.

 Always close and
sometimes
anticipated

But I think James has another possibility in mind. The Second
Coming of Jesus is always close, but in a way that we might not
expect. Sometimes ‘the coming of the Lord’ is anticipated when God
steps in to intervene. We have to wait until God ‘comes’ – in whatever



anticipated

When God takes
steps to intervene

steps in to intervene. We have to wait until God ‘comes’ – in whatever
form that ‘coming’ takes. Jesus was insulted and slandered. He had to
wait until God stepped in. In some ways Jesus was vindicated in His
resurrection, but the world has not totally seen that Jesus is God’s King.
Jesus has to wait – even now – until all enemies are put down and
every knee has to bow to Him. But that day has not yet come. Even
Jesus has to wait! It is the same with us. God may give us some help
soon. Or we have to leave it until judgement day. Either way we have to
wait in patience.

An illustration –
early and latter
rain in
Jerusalem

 The farmer puts
seed into the ground

James uses an illustration. ‘Look how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth. He shows great patience over it, until he
receives the early and latter rain (5:7). So you also must be patient’
(5:8a). The farmer puts seed into the ground but a crop does not come
immediately. Before there can be any harvest there must be rain falling
upon the ground with seed in it. The farmer has to trust that something
is happening in the ground where the seed is, although he cannot see
what is happening.
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 And trusts that
something is
happening

 Both the early and
the latter rains vital
for a good harvest

In Jerusalem (and our writer, James of Jerusalem, had experience of
Jerusalem weather) the ‘early rain’ generally began in late October or
early November. The more rain there was the better the final harvest
would be in the fields around the town. There were heavy rains in
December-to-February (roughly), then a period of quite heavy rain, and
then the ‘latter rain’ was lighter during March-April. The beginning and
end of this long rainy season was important to the farmer. The early
rains were vital for sowing the seed in soft ground. The continuation
right through to the end was vital for the grain to swell to full size ready
for the harvest-time after the end of the wet season.

 The rain that falls
from heaven is a
picture of suffering

The rain that falls from heaven is James’ way of talking about
suffering. The farmer who hoped for a good harvest had to wait right
through to the end of the rains. James has already said the Christian
facing injustice has to endure to the end. The testing of faith develops
perseverance1. But ‘Perseverance must finish its work’2. James
calls upon his friends to be ready to endure. ‘Strengthen your hearts,
for the coming of the Lord is near’3.
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